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5 PARAGRAPH ESSAY STRUCTURE

LEAD is a sentence or set of sentences that capture reader’s attention and introduce the topic at the beginning of your essay. 

There are several types of leads: 

· Question lead       (ask the reader)

· Summary lead      (who, when, what, where, why, how)

· Quotation lead     (quote relevant to your topic)

· Picture lead          (vivid description – a picture painted with words)

· Surprising lead     (shocking or surprising information)

THESIS STATEMENT

1. It’s an arguable claim.

2. It’s not a fact; it’s an opinion.

3. Opinion plus supporting arguments*

4. State your position clearly.

5. Thesis statement is the last sentence of your introduction.

6. Stay away from using “I” and “my” in the thesis.  Instead write your topic, your opinion about the topic, and three supporting details to your opinion.

THESIS EXAMPLE

Example:  Homework is necessary in education because it allows students to practice more, it gives them an opportunity to do better on tests, and it keeps them active and engaged in their subjects.

1. Homework is necessary in education. (Opinion)

2. “allows students to practice” ( topic 1/supporting arguments) 

3. “gives them an opportunity to do better on tests” ( topic 2/supporting arguments)

4. “keeps them active and engaged” ( topic 3/supporting arguments)

SUPPORTING DETAILS (The Paragraph)

Paragraphs should be limited to one main idea written in the topic sentence; sentences that do not support the main idea should be omitted.  Remember to use transitions from one sentence to the next or from a paragraph to another.

1. Topic sentence (mini-thesis) 

2. Facts, Statistics, Story about incident, Examples, Descriptive details

OUTLINE OF AN ESSAY

Introduction 

Lead: Summary, Surprising, Quotation, Picture, and Question lead

Thesis Statement

Body
Paragraph 1- Topic Sentence 1- Add Supporting Details

Paragraph 2 -Topic Sentence 2- Add Supporting Details

Paragraph 3- Topic Sentence 3-Add Supporting Details

Conclusion

Reinstate or summarize the thesis 

Give a personal solution or opinion
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