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Teaching Philosophy


Over the course of being a Basic English Skills instructor, I have found that teaching English fundamentals demands supportive instruction: as an English instructor, it is helpful to be hands on with the teaching material, using scaffold methods and daily interaction exercises that facilitate understanding.  Like Erika Lindenmann states “we want to look at some ways of teaching styles, of encouraging students to become sensitive to the varieties of language that give writing power, clarity, and when appropriate, a sense of playfulness” (177).   With this in mind, I am always open to new “ways”, on the verge to find fun and interesting methodologies that assist my students in the varieties of language.  I find great responsibility and commitment not only in building enthusiasm and confidence in my students’ reading and writing skills but also in creating a comfortable, tense-free environment where communication is constant, and in facilitating the learning process for my students.


A key element for students to succeed in a language class is removing any wall of fear, anxiety, and insecurity towards writing.  Through experience, I’ve realized that attending a college writing course is fearful for many students.  Therefore, before bombarding students with course objectives and contents which, if done improperly, may create a tense and scary environment, it is critical to lower each student’s affective filter, “a mental block, caused by affective factors ... that prevents input from reaching the language acquisition device” (Krashen, 1985, p.100).  I accomplish it by listening to their expectations and needs.  Throughout the course, I embrace students with a positive personality and welcoming attitude which permits them to open up unhesitatingly in the classroom. Also, constant class dialogue and interaction are practiced regularly.

To facilitate writing development and to build confidence, I consistently scaffold students’ writing: in essay responses, I praise student’s strengths rather than focusing on their weaknesses, followed with both a positive formative and summative evaluation; in my curriculum, I carefully utilize relevant reading and writing assignments, where every student finds a concrete connection and purpose; in writing activities, I incorporate collaborative work through peer review, group discussions, and oral reports; and lastly, in lectures and discussions, I facilitate instruction by visualizing topics with pictures and/or technology, repeating myself, and slowing down if necessary.  In addition, assessing students early on the course shows tremendous value for facilitating the writing process.  Facilitation can be accomplished by doing something as miniscule as having students write a short essay the first day of class, to find the ten most salient writing errors and treat them throughout the life of the course


Born and raised, and now teaching in one of the most ethnical diverse communities in the world, Los Angeles, I have become strongly aware of the diverse needs of students.  My positively, enthusiastic teaching approach is one that starts with value and respect of others.  I am committed to make my classes relevant to people of all corners of the world, and to make them exciting and smoothly comprehensible where even the most disadvantaged or beginning student learns.  At the end, everyone has a voice, a style, and a way of thinking. My role is to polish and get out the best of those in my students composition.  
