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Lesson Plan: Narrative Writing 

Level: English 21
Purpose: Students improve their understanding of narrative writing.

Learning Outcomes:

· Students will understand the comprehensive use and features of narration.

· Students will learn how to incorporate description in narration.

· Students will learn the use of dialogue in narration.
· Students will learn the format of a narrative essay.

Materials:

· PowerPoint presentation on Narration
· Narrative essay samples
· Exercise on using narration
Explanation: 
Key points include:

· The recipe to a narrative

· Principal uses of dialogue in narration

· The difference between “showing not telling” a story
· General use of point of view and purpose
· How to prepare for narration

· Incorporating a lesson and resolution to a narration
Motivation: Tell a suspenseful story that engages them and teaches the importance of narration (youtube).
Activities:

1. Introduce narrative essay conventions. 
2. Model a sample narrative essay that includes description, dialogue, a conflict, and a lesson.
2. Brainstorm (guided practice): discussion about a time when you overcame a challenge and how you accomplished this.  Relive that moment and teach the reader what you learned from that experience.  Focus on the important incidents of your story rather than on everything step by step. What did you do in the couple of hours of this challenging experience?  What made the experience a life-changing experience?  What did you learn that day?
3. Prewriting exercise (independent practice): student makes a timeline of the important events of their story, writes a thesis, develops an introduction, and begins the story with body paragraphs. Follow-up: Have students prepare a short narrative at home. Narrative will include dialogue, a lesson, chronological organization, and description.

4. Revision exercise (independent practice/ collaborative work): Student steps back, takes a break, and reads essay carefully, judging it as a reader not a writer. Then, student asks a classmate to read and tell what they hear them saying in their writing. Student focuses on big picture: the flow of your paragraphs not sentences. They rearrange, replace, delete, add, and rewrite as necessary. Finally, they re-read their writing aloud and revise again to strengthen unity, precision, conciseness, sentence variety, and thesis. Student completes a formal peer review checklist.
5. Publish the masterpiece!
Assessment: Narrative essay assignment where they write about an experience using revealing details.  
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