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Pronoun Antecedent Agreement
Pronouns are words that substitute nouns, such as he, she, and it. Antecedents are precisely the noun which the pronoun replaces. The objective of PAA is to simply make the antecedent and the pronoun congruent in number, person, and gender. That is, if the antecedent is singular, the pronoun is singular, and if it’s plural, the pronoun is plural.  Below are the three ways a pronoun and antecedent agree:
1. Number:  Pronouns and antecedent can be singular or plural.  Similarly to SVA, if the antecedent is singular, the pronoun should be singular, and if it is plural, the pronoun should be plural. 
                            3rd person singular                                                          3rd person plural               
Incorrect usage: Someone who cares about the environment takes care of their community.


               3rd person singular                                                             3rd person singular

Correct usage:  Someone who cares about the environment takes care of his or her community. 

2. Person:  Pronouns and antecedents can be in the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd person.  If the antecedent is in the 1st person, then the pronoun should be in the 1st person as well.  This applies to the 2nd and 3rd person also. Below is a chart that separates pronouns into categories in terms of Person.
	Personal Pronouns
	Subjective
	Objective
	Possessive 

Adjective
	Possessive noun
	Reflexive

	1st person singular
	I
	Me 
	My
	Mine
	Myself

	2nd person singular
	You
	You
	Your
	Yours
	Yourself

	3rd person singular
	He, she, it
	Him, her, it
	His, her, its
	His, hers, its
	Himself, herself, itself

	1st person plural
	We
	Us
	Our
	Our
	Ourselves

	2nd person plural
	You
	You
	Your
	Yours
	Yourselves

	3rd person plural
	They
	Them
	Their
	
	Themselves


                              3rd person                       2nd person
Incorrect usage: If a person wants success, you have to work hard for it.

Correct usage: If you want success, you have to work hard for it.

3. Gender:  Pronouns and antecedents can be feminine, masculine, or neuter (non-human/no gender, like it).  The antecedent and pronoun should agree in gender at all times. That is, if one is feminine, the other must be feminine and the same applies to masculine and neuter gender.
                      Unspecified gender                                                          Masculine               

Incorrect usage: Someone who cares about the environment takes care of his community.


          Unspecified gender                                                          General gender 
Correct usage:  Someone who cares about the environment takes care of his or her community. 
Exercise on Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement

In the following pairs, one sentence is correct, and the other sentence has a pronoun antecedent

Agreement error. Mark the CORRECT sentence. 

1. A_____ Each of these computers has their drawbacks.

    B_____ Each of these computers has its drawbacks.

2. A_____ Anyone trying to reduce their salt intake should avoid canned foods.

    B_____ People trying to reduce their salt intake should avoid canned foods.

3. A_____ If job hunters want to make a good impression at an interview, he should be

    sure to arrive on time.

     B_____ If job hunters want to make a good impression at an interview, they should be

     sure to arrive on time.

4. A_____ Neither of the children appreciates their parents’ sacrifices.

    B_____ Neither of the children appreciates his or her parents’ sacrifices.

5. A_____ At the men’s bowling tournament, one of the bowlers hurt his ankle.

    B_____ At the men’s bowling tournament, one of the bowlers hurt their ankle.

6. A_____ Either of the men could have given his seat to the elderly woman.

    B_____ Either of the men could have given their seat to the elderly woman.

7. A_____ The restaurant is about to celebrate its fifth anniversary.

    B_____ The restaurant is about to celebrate their fifth anniversary.

8. A_____A person who cares about the environment will recycle their aluminum cans.

    B_____ People who care about the environment will recycle their aluminum cans.

9. A_____ Neither Bob nor Bill thought he had been treated fairly.

    B_____ Neither Bob nor Bill thought they had been treated fairly.

10. A_____ Everyone brought their pencils to the exam.

     B_____ Everyone brought his or her pencil to the exam.
1.  During early rehearsals, an actor may forget ([image: image1.wmf]his or her, [image: image2.wmf]their) lines.
2. The Washington team was opportunistic; ([image: image3.wmf]it, [image: image4.wmf]they) took advantage of every break.
3. A person needs to see ([image: image5.wmf]his or her, [image: image6.wmf]their) dentist twice a year.
4.  The committee members put ([image: image7.wmf]its, [image: image8.wmf]their) signatures on the document.
5.  If any one of the sisters needs a ride, ([image: image9.wmf]she,[image: image10.wmf] they) can call me.
6.  When someone has been drinking, ([image: image11.wmf]he or she, [image: image12.wmf]they) may drive poorly.
7.  If the board of directors controls the company, ([image: image13.wmf]it, [image: image14.wmf]they) may vote for a raise.
8.  Neither the pilot nor the attendants gave ([image: image15.wmf]his or her, [image: image16.wmf]their) opinion about the mishap.
9.  Each of these companies had ([image: image17.wmf]its, [image: image18.wmf]their) books audited.
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