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Writing Conventions curriculum

Subject Verb Agreement
The following are basic rules that apply to subject verb agreement.  The objective of SVA is to simply make the subject and verb congruent in number, that is, if the subject is singular, the verb is singular, and if it’s plural, the verb is plural.  Below are some guiding principles:

1. If the subject is plural, the verb is plural.
2. If the subject is singular, the verb is singular. 

a) For action verbs ONLY, the singular verb form consists of the stem + s (jump + s = jumps) or stem + es (g o + es = goes). The plural verb form consists of only the stem verb, thus we say “the kids hit the car”. The action verb Hit contains no –s or –es suffix at the end.
b) For To Be verbs and Auxiliary verbs, the following chart shows a list of singular and plural verbs.

	Singular To Be Verbs
	Plural To Be Verbs

	Am, is
	Are

	Was
	Were

	Has
	Have

	Does
	Do

	Be, been, and being can be 

either singular or plural
	


3. When a compound subject is joined by “and”, the verb is plural. 

    Compound subject 
     Plural

Ex: The professor and his students are happy with the test results.
4. When a compound subject is joined by “or” or “nor”, the verb agrees in number with the second or closest subject.

                      Sing. S2    Singular

Ex: The professor or the tutor is available to help.

5. When “either” or “neither” is the subject of a sentence, the verb is ALWAYS singular.

      Subject

       Singular

Ex: Neither of the students was absent yesterday.
6. With Indefinite SINGULAR pronouns, such as each, everyone, everybody, everything, and other pronouns which end in –one, -thing, and –body, the verb is singular.     

Indefinite Singular                              Singular                    

Ex: Everything in the classroom is going to a new facility.
7. With Indefinite PLURAL pronouns, such as few, some, all, many, several, and both, the verb is plural.

Indefinite                   Plural

Ex:  some children enjoy museums.
