How the Pros Do It

What forty years of research about writing shows us is that there are seven primary differences

between successful writers and unsuccessful writers:
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1. Successful writers have developed a number of different heuristics for the invention process,

while unsuccessful writers tend to have few heuristics or none.

2. Successful writers don't wait around for inspiration; they get something down on paper as

fast as they can.

revision.

3. Successful writers make a plan before they write, but their plans are flexible and subjectto -
4. This plan is, aimost always, a rhetorica

I plan: that is, a plan that has a particular purpose

In other

and audience in mind and keeps the writer aware of that purpose and that audience.

words, "I'm going to write about Parkinson's disease" is not sufficient.

a

5. The plan does not go into an enormous amount of detail concerning the actual content o
writing. That is, successful writers usually don't know exactly what they are going to write

f the

before they start, and they trust the writing process itself to help generate their material.
6. Successful writers revise much more than unsuccessful writers do. They revise while they

are writing, and they expect to do at least two drafts of any particular piece of writing.

7. Unsuccessful writers tend ta make only lower-order (word- and sentence-level) changes

during the revision process, while successful writers tend to make higher-level, conceptual

changes.
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