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ENGLISH 101
READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY:

For essay #2, you will expand on one of the WMIA topics below. The first draft is due on Etudes this week by 5pm on Sunday, and must be four complete pages long and typed. You are required to incorporate three quotations throughout your composition, including one from What Matters in America. Include a works cited page to your essay. The quotations should not be longer than two sentences. The FINAL project is worth 100 points and due on 7/18/13.

 “Writing an argumentative research paper involves exploring a topic, collecting and analyzing evidence, then establishing a position on the topic. It is called an argumentative research paper because the goal is to form an argument in defense of a specific position. 

An argumentative research paper requires extensive research, either by reviewing relevant existing literature or by first-hand data collection through interviews, surveys or experiments. You must collect and analyze a significant amount of research in order to understand competing arguments and develop an appropriate position on the topic. The empirical research then enables you to defend your position with evidence.”

http://www.wisegeek.com/how-do-i-write-an-argumentative-research-paper.htm
This essay must follow MLA conventions and be 12’ font, double spaced, Times Roman.  For MLA formatting, please visit the class website and review the MLA PowerPoint http://cordovla.weebly.com/handouts-and-more.html) or the “MLA” link.  

Finally, incorporate a strong thesis and make sure to develop your paragraphs fully and to include effective transitions. Points are automatically deducted if you do not include an argumentative thesis. When revising your essay, focus on counter argumentations, evidence, clarifications to your points, clarity, unity, precision, conciseness, organization, and grammar as discussed in class.

1. Question #1 on pg.235 under Critical Thinking ( read Ch. 6 to get information on topic)
2. Respond to the Blog Question on pg. 165  (read Ch.4 to get information on this topic)
3. Any question from ch.4 and 6.
P.S: visit and read this website completely: http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Rhetoric_and_Composition/Argument
http://people.oregonstate.edu/~petersp/ORST/WR121_files/argument.htm
http://search.proquest.com.library.wlac.edu/index?accountid=38212
http://www.ted.com/playlists/15/the_pursuit_of_justice.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/ron_finley_a_guerilla_gardener_in_south_central_la.html
	Name:
	
	

	Due Date:
	
	

	Criteria
	Unsatis-factory
	Needs

Work
	Adequate
	Good
	Excellent

	Assignment Fulfillment

Does the essay fulfill the required criteria?  Does it have an appropriate original title? Did the writer have prewriting, thesis, an outline, and a draft on their due dates?  Did the writer complete a Peer Review to the best of his/her ability?  Are all items stapled together in the correct order? Is the essay in MLA format (including one-inch margins)?  Is it at least two full pages?  Did the writer complete the WIJ entry in a blue or green book?
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	Thesis

Does the writer include a clear thesis statement that states the topic of the essay and the writer’s point of view on that topic?  
	
	
	
	
	

	Introduction

Does the introductory paragraph include the title and author of the text?  Does the writer introduce the essay with adequate background information in a full paragraph that leads the reader to the thesis statement?  Does the writer use some version of one or more of the following techniques:
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Opposite of thesis

Broad to narrow

Arresting/shocking statement/statistic


Question(s)
	
	
	
	
	

	SUPPORT/BODY PARAGRAPHS
	
	
	
	
	

	Organization

Does the writer use a clear, logical pattern of organization?  Does the writer use topic sentences that relate back to and support the thesis statement?  Does the writer stay focused on proving the thesis statement throughout the essay using appropriate, relevant evidence? Does the writer use transitions when moving from idea to idea?
	
	
	
	
	

	Development/Support

Are the body paragraphs fully developed with SPECIFIC reasons, illustrations, examples, details, evidence, and/or explanations that support the thesis (at least 2 ex in each body paragraph)? Does the writer synthesize the text and his/her knowledge and experience to prove his/her points?  
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	Conclusion

Does the writer wrap up his/her essay using an effective technique?  Does the writer avoid bringing up a new point in his/her conclusion?
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	Critical Thinking

Does the writer demonstrate an understanding of the research and primary texts by explaining and analyzing their meanings?  Does the writer clearly communicate well-thought-out reasons he/she is arguing his/her side of the issue based on evidence from the text and his/her knowledge?  Does the writer acknowledge, grant merit to and/or refute sufficient opposing views in the essay?  
	
	
	
	
	

	Using the Text
Does the writer italicize the book title?  Does the writer place the page number in parenthesis at the end of the sentence every time he/she quotes or paraphrases the text?  Does the writer use quotation marks every time he/she uses the words from the text?  Does the writer only include accurate information from the text?  Does each quotation prove its point?  Does the writer provide a signal phrase for each of at least three quotations?
	
	
	
	
	

	Using Outside Sources

Does the writer use at least two reliable, relevant, scholarly outside sources to help prove his/her points in at least three quotations?  Does he/she cite the sources appropriately?  
	
	
	
	
	

	Works Cited Page

Does the essay include a Works Cited page in MLA format?
	
	
	
	
	

	Sentence Craft

Is the writing fluent, clear, and easy to understand?  Does the writer use an appropriate tone and provide support for his/her points?   Does the writer use declarative sentences and avoid asking questions to prove points?  Does the writer use a variety of sentences?
	
	        
	
	
	

	Vocabulary

Does the writer use at least four vocabulary words from Food Rules correctly and underline them?
	
	
	
	
	

	Proofreading

Does the writer use standard English throughout the essay and use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling?
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