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Comparative and Superlative Adjectives

Comparative and superlative adjectives are used to describe and compare nouns.  Sometimes we find ourselves comparing several things, and when this occurs, one must use the correct adjective form.  The forms are very simple to remember, as indicated below.
 
1. Comparative Adjectives are used to compare two nouns.
           N1         CA                   N2  
Ex: the boy is smaller than the girl.
a) When the comparative adjective is short (2 syllables or less), the adjective takes an –er suffix, thus small becomes smaller.
b) When the comparative adjective is long (3 or more syllable), instead of adding an –er suffix, place the word ‘more’ in front of the adjective, i.e., sensitive becomes more sensitive.
c) Like all rules in English, comparatives have exceptions.  Below are some examples:
-Good and well become better in the comparative form.
-Bad becomes worse in the comparative form.
d) Never use double comparative, such as ‘the boy is more smaller than the girl’.

2. Superlatives Adjectives are used to compare three or more nouns.
           N1               SA                   N2 (three or more)  
Ex: the boy is the youngest in the class.
a) When the superlative adjective is short (2 syllables or less), the adjective takes an –est suffix, thus young becomes youngest.
b) When the superlative adjective is long (3 or more syllable), instead of adding an –est suffix, place the word ‘most’ in front of the adjective, i.e., sensitive becomes most sensitive.
c) Like all rules in English, superlatives have exceptions.  Below are some examples:
-Good and well become best in the superlative form.
-Bad becomes worst in the superlative form.
 d)  Never use double superlative, such as ‘the boy is most youngest in the class’.


 
ADJECTIVES – Worksheet in Comparative and Superlative Forms
	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative
	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	Light (1)
	Lighter (than…)
	the lightest
	important
	
	

	afraid
	
	
	interesting
	
	

	amazed
	
	
	large
	
	

	bad
	
	
	late
	
	

	bitter
	
	
	low
	
	

	bored
	
	
	narrow
	
	

	boring
	
	
	nervous
	
	

	brave
	
	
	nice
	
	

	busy
	
	
	offended
	
	

	carefully
	
	
	old
	
	

	cheap 
	
	
	orange
	
	

	greyish
	
	
	outraged
	
	

	close
	
	
	political
	
	

	complete
	
	
	simple
	
	

	dangerous
	
	
	sleepy
	
	

	dark
	
	
	small 
	
	

	difficult
	
	
	surprising
	
	

	dirty
	
	
	surprised
	
	

	early
	
	
	sweet
	
	

	easy
	
	
	tall
	
	

	enjoyable
	
	
	terrible
	
	


Fill in the gaps with the appropriate form of the adjective in brackets:
1. I was ………………………………………………..……….. (interested) in this movie than in that one.
2. Going uphill was …………………………………………………………………. (tiring) experience in my whole life!
3. I really need to get a ……………………………………………………….. (cheap) PC. I can’t afford that one.
4. This exercise is ………………………………………………………… (easy) than the one before.
5. I’m going to tell you ………………………………………………………. (funny) joke I’ve ever heard!
6. It’s ………………………………………………….. (cold) today than yesterday, don’t you think?
7. This book is the ………………………………………………………. (enjoyable) I’ve ever read!
8. I was ……………………………………………………. (surprised) to hear from you than when you gave me that surprise party last year…
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